Storytelling Activity 
(Adapted from Kevin Cordi, CAWP activity) 
Learning Targets

· I can tell an engaging story that follows a narrative arc and uses well chosen details.  

· I can give useful feedback in the Writer’s Workshop format to help my partner improve his or her narrative skills.  

· I can reflect on someone else’s feedback to improve my own narrative skills.    

Part I

DIRECTIONS: Read through the following story prompts and choose one you would like to hear from your partner.  This sentence will be the beginning of a their story.  You have one minute to make a choice and share it with your partner.      

1.  When the crazy weather started, I was...
2.  When I walked around my neighborhood I, …
3.  I was cooking... (this can be a good or bad cooking story) 
4.  I remember the day...
5.  The class went crazy when...
6.  My ____________ was stolen, and I...
7.  We were sitting around a campfire when...
8.  I knew it was over because...
9.  We walked down the dark street and...
10.  My first time at the beach I...
11.  I knew it was my favorite class when...
12.  After my sibling and I started to run...
13.  The day we became a team was...
14.  I have never been as scared as when...
15.  My happiest moment will always be...
16.  I have never been as proud as when...

Part II
You have 3-5 minutes to decide which story you will tell based upon the prompt you were given and fill out the following graphic organizer below.  This organizer will be a guide for you to consider when you tell your partner your story.  

DIRECTIONS: Write a sequence of three key moments you want to discuss in your verbal narrative.  One should build tension, one should describe the conflict, and the last should show the final outcome (resolution).  Also, write down one key sensory detail to help develop that portion of your narrative and make your reader feel as though they are actually there experiencing the event with you.    

Moment One (building tension): ______________________________________

________________________________________________________________

One key detail: ____________________________________________________

Moment Two (describing conflict): ____________________________________

________________________________________________________________

One key detail: ____________________________________________________

Moment Three: (final outcome): ______________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

One key detail: ____________________________________________________

Part III:

DIRECTIONS: Take turns telling stories with your partner.  Each person has 3 minutes to share his or her story.  After each story, the partner will give verbal feedback that the storyteller will write down for later.  Feedback needs to be in the following format: 
· Two pieces of positive feedback telling that person the things they did well.  
· One piece of feedback for improvement phrased as a question.   

Your feedback should be specific and based on the learning target.  Consider: 
· Engagement (Was it interesting?)

· Narrative arc (Did it build tension?  Have conflict?  Reach an outcome?) 

· Specific details (Did it paint a picture in your mind?  Did you “see,” “feel,” “smell” the experience?) 

Types of positive feedback

· Give a specific sentence/phrase/word you liked and explain why 

· List a technique (imagery, figurative language, building tension) the author used well and give an example 

· Describe what you liked about the topic or how you connected to it 

Question Stems

· Why did you decided to…

· Did you need… or could you leave out…

· What did you mean by…

· I wondered if…

· Is there another word/phrase you could use for…

· Could you use a metaphor/simile when you describe…
· Could you use a more specific word for….
· Can you develop the sensory imagery with …(type of imagery: smell, sight, sound etc.)
Write the feedback you receive from your partner in the space below: ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

