Extended Looking Activity
Learning Targets: 

1. I can observe closely and critically.
2. I can contribute meaningful ideas to a collaborative conversation, resulting in deeper learning for others and myself.  
3. I can ask meaningful questions to help to drive dialogue.   
4. I can write a statement supported by evidence that reflects a deep understanding of a theme.
____________________________________________________
Extended Looking Lesson Instructions 

*Note: timing on this is tentative and depends upon the class and the conversation.  
1. Review and discuss the learning targets 

2. Put the image on the overhead.  Ask students to look closely at the art – you can move around, get closer etc. Write down observations and try to list at least ten (5 min.) 

· Prompt students to “keep looking” even when they think they are done 

· Ask them to begin with the obvious and then look closer for the details 

· Consider textures, colors, posturing of figures etc.  

3. Discuss the visual image.  What is happening in the photo/image?  Here you are noting details and making observations, no talk of meaning yet (5 min) 

· Recognize and label “meaning statements” and then redirect back to gathering evidence 

· Explain that gathering evidence ultimately leads to better conclusions 

4. Make connections to and ask questions about the art in writing. What are your thoughts about the piece, what does it remind you of, can you connect it to anything etc.  (5 min.) 

· Prompt students to consider text, image, film, music and personal connections 

· Prompt students to ask meaningful questions that help their peers to think deeper into the image 

5. Discuss the connections/questions students found in the piece and continue to have students use the evidence they have gathered to support their perspective (5 min.)      

· At this point begin asking, “What makes you say that?”  Seek to help students explain their perspective; ask them to point back to the evidence in the image when possible 

· Possibly write these on the board (or have a student do this) so that everyone has a visual.  

6. Introduce and model a theme statement for students.  Have students write a “theme statement” for what they think the piece of art means and support it with evidence from the art itself (10 min.)

· In this context, the theme formula is: Topic + Opinion; another way to say this is what is the piece about (in a single word) what is the author/artist trying to say in regard to this topic 

i. EX: Topic (creativity) + Opinion (it leads to alienation when ideas are “before their time”) 

ii. Theme Statement: Creativity can lead one to be alienated when his or her ideas are not yet accepted or recognized by those around them because they are too forward thinking.  

· Collect these to formatively assess students learning of the objectives 

7. Optional: On a different day, tell them the name and a little about the artist. Does this change your perspective on the piece?  Are you glad you know?  (They usually are not.)

8. Reflect: What surprised you about this activity?  What did you learn? How does it relate to ELA and to reading specifically?  What skills did you practice?  How will you use them in the future?    

· This is a very important aspect of the activity.  Students have to have time to recognize the learning that has taken place and ponder how it will apply to the tasks they are being asked to do in the future.  
· This would be an excellent place to discuss and compare where students gained and where they did not to guide future instruction as well.  
___________________________________________________
Extensions

· Before step five, have students write short form poetry about the art or a piece of narrative   

· Talk about the process of how the art was created and use it to model students own work in writing after the activity    

____________________________________________________
Connections to help students make during the activity 

(and especially during the reflection)

· Literature and visual art are very similar and we can talk about them the same way and go through the same process of analysis with them 

· An artist or writer has an intent, but viewer/reader also bring their own experience to the table to create “meaning;” however, whoever’s meaning it is, it must be supportable with evidence, and it must be logical for anyone else to trust or understand it.  (This is relevant to literary analysis and argumentative writing.) 

· Students can help one another learn by building on thoughts and ideas.  This can help to clarify thinking as well.  

· These processes: observation, making connections and asking questions and building meaning (individually and collaboratively) are processes that are used outside of the classroom.  They are problem solving and thinking processes used in every field from science to art.  

___________________________________________________
Probing questions/statements for the teacher

· What makes you say that?

· Can you show me where you see that evidence (ask them to come to the image)? 

· Do you all agree with this idea?  

· Does anyone disagree with this idea? 

· What else do you see?  

· That is an interesting idea.  Can you tell me more about…  

This activity was modified from the 2011-2012 PAGES summer workshop for teacher-partners at the Wexner Center, and photography used to conduct the activity was created by Robert and Shana ParkHarrison from The Architect’s Brother collection.

