Extended Looking Activity: Learning Goals   
This lesson is a scaffolding tool to help students understand theme in literary works.  The learning goal is to have students be able to write a “thesis statement” for what they think the piece means; they must base it on evidence they have gathered from the piece itself.  

____________________________________________________
Extended Looking Instructions 
1. Look and observe the art – you can move around, get closer etc. Write down observations and questions about it (5 min.) 

2. Discuss the visual image.  What is happening in the photo?  Here you are noting details and making observations, no talk of meaning yet (5 min) 

3. Make connections to the art in writing. What are your thoughts about the piece, what does it make you think of, does it remind you of anything etc.  (5 min.) 

4. Discuss the connections students found in the piece and continue to have students use the evidence they have gathered to support their perspective ( 5 min.)      

5. Introduce and model a theme statement for students.  Have students write a “theme statement” for what they think the piece of art means and support it with evidence from the art itself (10 min.) 

6. Tell them the name and a little about the artist. (I do this the next day and build suspense!)  Does this change your perspective on the piece?  Are you glad you know?  (They usually are not.)  

Extensions:  

· Before step five, have students write short form poetry about the art or a piece of narrative   

· Talk about the process of how the art was created and use it to model students own work in writing after the activity    

Connections to help students make:

· Literature and art are very similar and we can talk about them the same way and go through the same process of analysis with them 

· An artist or writer has an intent, but viewer/reader also bring their own experience to the table to create “meaning” 

· This activity shows how argument is developed because students needed to use support for their ideas 

This activity was modified from the 2011-2012 PAGES summer workshop for teacher-partners at the Wexner Center, and photography used to conduct the activity was created by Robert and Shana ParkHarrison from The Architect’s Brother collection.  
